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Year 1 

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson and Omar 
Mohamed: the story follows two Somalian brothers who 
fled to a refugee camp in Kenya. They are adopted and 
Mohamed has to choose between his own education and 
caring Hassan, who was nonverbal and had seizures.  
Mohinder’s War by Bali Rai: a WWII adventure set in 
occupied France, featuring an Indian RAF pilot. Rai is Eng-
lish and born to Punjabi parents. 
Mic Drop by Sharna Jackson: two black child detectives 
try to solve a mystery. Jackson is a black British writer. 
Holes by Louis Sachar: Sachar is Jewish. 
The Arrival & Tales From Outer Suburbia by Shaun Tan: a 
story about refugees and displacement. Tan is Australian, 
born to an Australian mother and Chinese-Malaysian 
father. 
The Wheel of Surya by Jamila Gavin: a story set in civil 
war-torn India.  
Clean Getaway by Nick Stone: a black boy embarks on a 
road trip amidst American race relations 
Varjak Paw by SF Said: author is a British Muslim of Mid-

dle Eastern background 

Little Badman and the Invasion of the Killer Aunties by Humza Arshad: 
The story is about Humza, an 11-year old rapper. Arshad works with 
schools to prevent at-risk teens of being radicalized.  

 
Race to the Frozen North: The Matthew Henson Story by Catherine John-
son: Johnson is a black British author. Set in the North Pole. 
 
Amari and the Night Brothers by B.B.Alston: Alston is a black American 
author. 
 
Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson: set in Manaus, Brazil. 
 
Dangerous Game by Malorie Blackman: main character has a long-term 
illness. Blackman is a black British author whose parents were Barbadian. 
 
Just a Dream by Chris Vann Allsburg: Van Allsburg is Jewish and was 
born to Dutch parents.  
 
The Girl Who Stole An Elephant by Nizrana Farook: Farook is Sri Lankan. 
The story is set in the a South Asian jungle. 
 
The Name of this book is… by Pseudonymous Bosch. Bosch is a  
pseudonym of Raphael Simon who has a husband and two children. 
 

The Wizard of Oz by Frank L Baum: Baum was born to a devout Method-

ist family. 

Ballerina Dreams by Elaine Okstad and Michaela 
DePrince: Okstad is Norwegian and DePrince is a Sierra 
Leonean-American Muslim ballet dancer. 

 
Molly Rogers to the Rescue by Cornelia Funke: Funke 
is German. 
 
Sunflower Sisters by Monika Singh Gangotra: The 

book is about exploring family pressures in relation to 
colourism. Gangotra was born to Indian parents. 
 
George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl: Dahl 
was born to Norwegian parents in Wales. 
 
Anisha, Accidental Detective by Serena Patel: features 
a multi-generational British-Indian family. Patel is of 
South-Asian heritage.  
 
Grandpa Bert and the Ghost Snatchers by Malorie 
Blackman: the two main characters are black and have 
a Barbadian grandmother. Blackman is a black British 
author who was the Children’s Laureate. 
 
Cookie and the Most Annoying Girl in the World  by 
Konnie Huq: Huq was born to 
Bangleshi parents in London.  
 
 

Nursery 
Ruby’s Worry by Tom Percival: a young black girl explores worries. 
Ravi’s Roar by Tom Percival: a South-Asian boy explores his feelings. 
Baby Goes to Market by Atinuke. Set in an African market. Atinuke is a Nigerian-born author. 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen: Rosen is a British Jewish author. 
We’re Going to Find the Monster! by Malorie Blackman: The protagonists are black children 
going on an adventure. Blackman is a black British female author. 
The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister: Pfister is Swiss. 

Reception 
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Brown: Handa is part of the Luo tribe in South-West Kenya. 
Six Dinner Sid by Inga Moore: Moore is an Anglo-Australian author 
Lubna and Pebble by Wendy Meddour: a story about a refugee girl  
Hey You! by Dapo Adeola: an empowering story of growing up black. Adeola is British-Nigerian. 
Rastamouse and the Crucial Plan by Michael De Souza: Rastamouse is a crime-fighting reggae 
star. De Souza is Trinidadian-born and lives in the local area. 
Hue Boy by Caroline Binch & Rita Phillips: Hue boy lives in a Caribbean village. 
Double Trouble for Anna Hibiscus by Atinuke: Hibiscus lives in Africa with her Canadian mother 
and African father. Atinuke is a Nigerian-born female author. 
Luna Loves Library Day by Joseph Coelho: Coelho is a black British author.  
Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry: tells the story about a black father and his daughter. Cherry is 
a black American director. 
The Three Robbers by Tomi Ungerer: Ungerer was French 
Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French: the author is Australian 
Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans: Austrian-American writer. Madeline attends a Catholic boarding 
school in Paris. 

Proudest Blue by S.K. Ali: a story about a Muslim girl’s first day wearing a hijab. SK Ali is an Indian-Canadian author. 
Ibtihaj Muhammed is a Muslim American fencer who was the first to wear a headscarf competing at the Olympics. 
      
Sofia Valdez, Future Prez by Andrea Beaty: a Hispanic girl who stands up for what she believes in. 
 
Child Of Galaxies by Blake Nuto: Nuto is Australian and lives in Tasmania. 
 
The Elephant and the Bad Baby by Elfrida Vipont: Vipont was a Quaker. 
 
Lost and Found & This Moose Belongs To Me by Oliver Jeffers: Jeffers is Northern Irish 
 
Welcome by Barroux: about welcoming immigrants. Barroux is French 
 
The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl: Dahl was born to Norwegian parents in Wales. 
 
Last Stop on Market Street by Michael de la Pena: a young black American and his grandma 
volunteer at a soup kitchen. De la Pena is American and of Mexican heritage.  

 
Nelson Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom by Christopher Van Wyk and Nelson Mandela: a story of 
South African Mandela, who fought apartheid to become South Africa's first black president and campaign for free-
dom and justice throughout the world.  
 
The Selfish Crocodile by Faustin Charles: Charles is Trini-
dadian. 
 
The Smile Shop by Satoshi Kitamura: a Japanese author.  
 

Poetry for Young People by Langston Hughes: Hughes was a black 

American author and poet.  

The Wonderling by Mira Bartok: set in an orphanage. Bartok is a 

female American author.  

The Secret of Platform 13 by Eva Ibbotson: a British novelist born 

in Austria to a Jewish family who fled the Nazis.  

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by JK Rowling:  

Harry is an orphan.  

  

Izzy Gizmo & the Invention Convention by Pip Jones: Gizmo is a black inventor. 
 
Sofia the Dreamer and Her Magical Afro by Jessica Wilson: Sofia visits her ances-
tors in her dreams and finds out about her afro hair. Sofia  Wilson is a British-
Jamaican. 
 
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman: a black girl named Grace tries out for the role 
of Peter Pan even though her classmates thought that she cannot be Peter Pan.  
 
The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde: Wilde was a gay Irish author, poet and playwright. 
 

Flat Stanley by Lynley Dodd: Dodd is from New Zealand. 
 
Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o: Sulwe is a dark-skinned girl who dreams of 
being lighter, until everything changes. Nyong’o is Kenyan. 
 
Mrs Noah’s Garden by Jackie Morris. Mrs Noah is black. 
 
Fantastic Mr Fox & The Twits by Roald Dahl: Dahl was born to Norwe-
gian parents in Wales. 
 
Clean up! By Nathan Bryon: Rocket goes to visit her grandparents in the 
Caribbean. Bryon was born to a British father and Jamaican mother. 

Diversity Roadmap: Storytime 




